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setting the Stage

Iris C. Rotberg and Joshua L. Glazer

Speak the speech . .. trippingly on the tongue. Nor do not saw the air too

much with your hands thus, but use all gently, for in the very torrent, tempest,
.. whirlwind of passion, you might acquire and beget a temperance that may

give it smoothness. . .. Be not too tame neither, but let your own discretion be
your tutor.

—William Shakespeare, Hamlet
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attended by affluent students. Wagma Mommandi and Kevin Welner
the incentives that have led many charter schools to limit access and
, as well as on positive steps taken by others to encourage open access.
n Lafer describes the financial incentives that have encouraged some char-
ools to rely on “blended learning” instructional methods and shows the
slications of these methods for educational equity. Joshua Glazer, Diane Mas-
sell, and Matthew Malone report on a study of the Tennessee Achievement School
District, which shows the challenges faced by charter school operators who have
become responsible for the functions typically performed by school districts. Ro-
slyn Mickelson, Jason Giersch, Amy Hawn Nelson, and Martha Bottia report on
a study of Charlotte-Mecklenburg Schools, which concludes that the threat that
middle-class white parents would leave the traditional public schools to enroll
in charter schools has discouraged the adoption of desegregation plans. Adam
Gamoran and Cristina M. Fernandez review the research literature and find that
although the achievement effects of charter schools vary highly across the nation,
the effects for some charter schools in high-poverty urban districts are more con-
sistently positive. Brenda Shum describes the problems faced by charter schools in
guaranteeing the civil rights and other legal protections afforded students under
ederal laws. Suzanne Eckes, Nina Buchanan, and Robert Fox discuss the consti-
itional issues that charter schools raise with respect to the separation of church
state and give examples of cases in which these issues have been considered.
] \yscue and Erica Frankenberg conclude Part II with an analysis of how
e plans that incorporate diversity goals might further integration by
link between school and neighborhood segregation.

and school choice policies are the most powerful manifes-
concluding chapter gives an overview of the main issues
ind describes the various forms that segregation takes, their
, and their educational and social consequences.




