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_ LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

" Federal Money and Stiudent Test Scores

=~ "Raymond English of the Ethics and

Public Policy Center [letter, Aug. 12]

%'sgnggests that SAT scores - have

stopped declining because block grants
to states have reduced “federal inter-
ference” in state and local matters. As

__an education researcher, I think this is
a debatable hypothesis. Consider some
facts.

~ “First, the SAT decline stopped in
1981, two school years before the
state block grants went into effect.
Further, there is no evidence that the
decline prior to 1981 was related to

_ categorical programs.
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-+ “Sécond, block grants cannot be ex-
pected to make a difference in SAT
scores because they represent a
education. They account for only &
percent of all federal expenditures for
public elementary and secondary
schools and considerably less than 1
percent of total expenditures for
these schools. Indeed, even these



