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4% educaﬂan" in the United States or oth-

o 7WWG'WN A publl- ér countries. The critique appeared in
& ¢lzed test that showed#S. I2thgrad- . Science.

'C:: mmﬂlngotkeru'ieslnmmh The latest test results, released in
2 andsﬂmbmpdonﬂawed ' February, showed US. 12thgraders

meafieowsgg the results, a | performed below the international
- Thygsday [n & ™ average ln & 21-nation comparison of
W * """ students in their final year of second-
vl prcfeml' ary achool. They did even worse in a
comparison of those who look physics
and advanced mathematics.

d Mn!hanaﬂa and ‘Science Smdy President Clinton called the results
“tells us lln!c_ about the quality of |nexcussble.
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that found US. students laggmg in math, science

The critique, however, says the in-
ternational comparisons are invalid
because the characteristics and num-
bers of students varied from country
(0 country.

In countrles where fewer students
finish school, for example, results are
higher because the poorer students
have been weeded cut Also, second-
ary school lasts longer in some coun-
tries, %0 “older, more advanced stu-
dents” scored higher. Other students
attended specialized schools that fo-

cnsedon Himandmmh.whueme Forgione Jr, U&commjsionerole&- schy l— it students
Americans were chosen from all ycation statistics, r,m‘:;rofu:choouﬁei olmesameage

kinds of schools, even vocational ones, v
{Many of the critcims have been  Among Mr, Forgione's points: ¥ @ The age gap has bebm overdiried
expressed before, and the Bducation  MThe lest Is meant to compare ste-  Although students from lceland aver-
Department has eddressed them Jn dents at a similar point in the aged 21.2 years and US, students, 18.1,
the lnlematuml /Rrage
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