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HEALTH & SCIENCE

Professorfay.. idy that found U.S. students lagging in math, scienceca» "f ~are u te vied swesorot- Te crtie, oever, sys te b. csid on icteace at nti, vile the Forgoe t., VS. canmisoder ots«k- s:cool -- cat students ot he salebeeWASHINGTON -A 'publ!- er cuntrtes. The critique appeared la terational comparisons are [valid Anertcans were chasen from all ucatiou statistics. ,or year of school'lng, "daed test that showed. LZth-grad. Science. because the characteristics and um- kindsof schools,eve vocational ones. {",,,,rs trailing other. 'itries ln math 'The latest test results, released in bers of students vrled troa country Many of the criticisms have been Among Mr. Forgione's points: ' s'Te age gap bas been overstated.
and science 'based on lamed , February, showed US L2th-graders to country. expressed beore, and the Bducatto a'The test ls

meant
to compare stu: Although students from lceland aver.etit7feed the results, a / perfored below the interuatoal L countries wtere fewer students Department bas addressed them hh dents at a similar point in the edge aged 2l.2 years andUS gtude4Ms I8.1,

tendedle Ln a'average ln a 21aton comparison of finleh school, tor example, results are speeches and statements by Pascal b ttonal system - the end of
secondary

he interational
average

was 8?., •'' students in their (ual year of second- higher because the poorerstudents,_ • #t as
professor ary school They did even worse in a have been weeded out. Also, second

h;n22.uh",7?3, "ahie ocparson cot hos to wot oats my stool us toner ame can
Unive!

qr [the 'Third nteratior- and advanced mathematics. tries, so "older, more advanced st±
al Mathematics and Science Study President Clinton called the results dents" scored higher. Other students
tells us little about the quality of Inexccsable. attended special!zed schools that fo-
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